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MFCC Coach & Team Official’s Protocol When 

Violence Erupts On-Field 
 

1. FV Policy on Entering the Field 

1.1 Only the referee can permit anyone to enter the field of play. 

1.2 Coaches, parents, or spectators must not run onto the field under any circumstances 

unless explicitly invited by the referee. 

1.3 Breaching this can result in sanctions from Football Victoria (including fines, 

suspensions, or disciplinary hearings). 

 

2. When a Fight or Violence Breaks Out 

2.1 Coaches and Team Managers must remain calm and stay off the field. 

2.2 Ground Marshal should be alert and help diffuse tensions off the field (e.g. among 

spectators). 

2.3 Let the referee and officials on the field manage the players unless it becomes a serious 

safety risk. 

 

3. Parental Reactions 

3.1 In moments of high emotion, especially when a child is involved, parents often react 

instinctively—not rationally. 

3.2 We must acknowledge this and act proactively: 

 Game Marshals and Team Managers should move quickly to calm upset parents. 

 Direct them away from the field of play, speak calmly, and remind them that the 

club and FV will deal with the incident appropriately. 
 

4. After the Incident 

4.1 Ensure an incident report is filed by the TM. 

4.2 Gather witness statements from neutral parties where possible. 

4.3 Provide support to any affected players or families. 

4.4 Report the matter to the club and await further instruction. 
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Bottom Line: 

Keep calm. Stay off the pitch. Support the referee and each other. Control the 

sidelines—especially when emotions run high. Your leadership is critical in keeping 

everyone safe and within the rules. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


